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INN CONVERSATION: A Film Series
By Charles Smiley 
In June of 2012, the Earl Warren American Inn of Court (Oakland, CA) launched a film interview series called Inn Conversation. 
The first installation, Inn Conversation with the Honorable D. Lowell Jensen, a Mentor to Us All, is an interview of the senior federal judge where he shares his experience as local prosecutor, Deputy United States Attorney General, and federal judge.  He comments on the ethical role of prosecutors and teaches by example as he discusses his distinguished career. 

The film also features interviewer Jules Bonjour, Esq., a co-founder and past president of the Earl Warren Inn who is a stalwart advocate and longtime member of the California criminal defense bar. Together, the two jurists provide a mesmerizing account of the region’s rich legal history.  

The idea for a film series stemmed from the recognition that Inns should take steps to preserve the knowledge, wisdom, and experience of its Masters and alumni.  More than a teaching tool, the film turned out to be of great historical value to the legal profession.

Judge D. Lowell Jensen is the California prosecutor who led his office through the turbulent 1960s and 1970s. It was his job to navigate institutional responses to unprecedented social movements involving free speech, war protests, and the Black Panthers. He also dealt with national headline cases involving the Symbionese Liberation Army and the Chowchilla school bus kidnapping.  Sixteen years ago, Judge Jensen and other local leaders of the court and bar met to form a group that would become the Earl Warren American Inn of Court.  
In 2000, Judge Jensen received the Lewis F. Powell Jr. Award from the American Inns of Court Foundation. 
An edited version of the film was presented to members at the Inn’s June dinner.  Plans for the second installment have already begun.  
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